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In Search of the Roots —
A Musical Conversation with Zhao Jiping

£ ek
Live Concert

\,

7k nFfeeHh)

The Water Margin Suite

51F Prelude
i&_EZ1L Forced onto Mount Liang
¥¥NER Song of Heroes
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In Search of the Roots of the Ancient Pagoda
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Symphonic Suite: Qiao’s Grand Courtyard Orchestration by Jing Jianshu

E_RE: IIi& Second Movement: Aspiration

FTE=—ERE: Z18 Third Movement: Love
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SBINERE: iBIE Sixth Movement: Fading Affection
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The Silk Road Fantasia Suite, Fifth Movement: The Dance of Qiuci
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Impressions of Macau

BREE2IP6073 ¥, Approximate concert duration: 60 minutes.
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No videography and flash photography
is permitted in this concert.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in
1997, is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese
orchestra. SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians,
occupies the Singapore Conference Hall, which is a
national monument. With Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin role of
preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its
blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself
around the world. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and
versatility, SCO has toured various countries and cities
including Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou,
Macau, Hungary and England. The year 2019 also saw
SCO performing in Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju,
South Korea and completing the Europe Concert Tour
in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech Republic), Forli
(Italy) and loannina (Greece). These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to
showcase its talents and music, propelling it to the
forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra,
SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at
various national parks, communities and schools. SCO
also commissions its own compositions. It is with this
vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate
and communicate through its music.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/about-the-orchestra.html

Tsung Yeh — SCO Music Director
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in 2002.
Under his leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire
with ground-breaking works such as Marco Polo and
Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic (2002), and Admiral
of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking (2018). In 2013,
Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the
highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently
serving as advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and
developed SCO’s signature Nanyang music style,
infusing Southeast Asian elements and heritage into
symphonic works. Tsung Yeh put on a grand display
of Nanyang music during the National Day Parade
2007, where he conducted an awe-inspiring
performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed
Forces Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin
ensembles. The Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was
initiated by Tsung Yeh, and subsequently supported
by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, to act as a
platform to educate and establish repertoire of
Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led
SCO on numerous international concert tours to great
acclaim. In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its
first tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London,
The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
History was made when Tsung Yeh led SCO to be the
first Chinese orchestra to perform in the Edinburgh
Festival. Since then, SCO’s international performances
have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance, touring
China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly
successful concert tour in Europe, showcasing
Nanyang music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and Dodoni
to standing ovations at every leg of the tour.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor
at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught
conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors
Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the
Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China
Central Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee
Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing
Arts and Senior Researcher of the He Luting Chinese
Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and a member of the Faculty of the
International Conducting Institue (ICI) in Czech
Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one of ten
outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities
Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh was
also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand
Talents Programme.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/music-director.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/music-director.html
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Zhao Jiping, a composer, professor and doctoral
supervisor, is currently the Honorary Chairman of
the Chinese Musicians’ Association, Chairman of the
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles — Shaanxi
Chapter, President of the Music Copyright Society of
China, Deputy to the 11™ and 12™ National People’s
Congress and a member of the presidium, Deputy to
the 13™ National People’s Congress, and holder of the
accolade ‘a Professional with Outstanding Contribution
to the Country’. He has held the posts of Vice President
of the Shaanxi Traditional Opera Research Institute,
Head of Shaanxi Song and Dance Theatre, President
of the Xi’an Conservatory of Music, Chairman of the
Chinese Musicians’ Association, and a Delegate to

the 15" National Congress of the Communist Party
of China.

Over the years Zhao has created a host of notable
works, including Symphony No.1, Symphony No.2—Ode
to Peace, symphonic poem Farewell My Concubine,
symphonic music and picture Sunbird, symphonic
suite Courtyard of Family Qiao, cello concerto Zhuang
Zhouw’s Dream; folk orchestral music The Festival
Overture, guan concerto Silk Road Fantasia Suite; ethu
concerto The True Hearted, Follow The Pagoda Tree
to Get The Root of Our Ancestors; dance-drama The
Blossom; orchestral Peking opera Women Generals of
the Yang Family; chamber music The Moon over The
Guan Mountain; the song Jiangnan, Fading Affection,
etc.

Zhao also creates works for films and TV dramas.
The films include Yellow Earth, Red Sorghum, The
Story of Qiu Ju, Raise the Red Lantern, Ju Dou, Farewell
My Concubine, Mei Lan Fang, Confucius; while TV
dramas include Water Margin, The Grand Mansion
Gate, Courtyard of Family Qiao, Three Kingdoms, etc.
He has won the Golden Rooster Awards (Chinese
movie Award) for The Best Music Award twice, The
France Nantes International Movie Festival for The
Best Music Award, Excellent Music Award and
Outstanding Contribution Award at the Flying Apsaras
Awards, Best Music Award at the Golden Eagle Award
four times, China Gold Record for Artistic Achievement
Award and 20" Chinese Classic Award, etc.

Zhao is considered one of the foremost composers
in China, unique in establishing a style, an ethos and
a national and cultural spirit that are unquestionably
‘Chinese’.
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Zhu Lin — Erhu II Principal
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Zhu Lin started studying erhu at the age of five under
Xu Bugao of the Nanjing School of Performing Arts.
In 1981, he gained entry into the affiliated school of
Beijing China Conservatory of Music where he studied
under renowned musicians like Li Dazhong, Nie
Jingyu and Liu Changfu. Subsequently, Zhu Lin
entered the China Conservatory of Music, furthering
his music studies with An Ruli and simultaneously
studied Cantonese music with Liu Mingyuan.

In 1990, Zhu Lin held his debut solo performance
at the Beijing Concert Hall. The performance was
recorded and broadcasted over the China Central
Television network. In 1991, he joined the China
Central Chinese Orchestra and served as the
Orchestra’s Deputy Concertmaster. Zhu Lin went on
to receive top honours at the National Competition
and International Competition in 1993 and 1995
respectively. In 19977, Zhu Lin joined the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra and currently serves as an Erhu
II Principal. He has released many solo recordings
and has also given premiere performances of many
erhu pieces. In 2006, Zhu Lin premiered L.
Subramaniam’s Double Concerto for Erhu and Violin
alongside the India’s renowned “Father of Violin” — L.
Subramaniam himself. He has also been invited to
give talks at the National Taiwan University of Arts,
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China Conservatory
of Music. Zhu Lin is currently the guest professor of
the China Conservatory of Music.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/10-erhu/54-zhu-lin.html
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Zhang Shuo graduated from the Central Conservatory
of Music, where he specialized in the guan and studied
under Professor Hu Zhihou, a renowned guan
instructor and musician. As a student, Zhang Shuo
did well in school and performed in multiple major
concerts, often in the capacity of a soloist. In 2014,
he was the soloist for the Guan Concerto in the Wang
Shi Chinese Orchestral Works Concert; in the same
year, he also performed solo in the Liu Wenjin Guan
Music Works Concert, which was part of the 4th Guan
Chinese Music Week event. In addition, Zhang was
also the lead guan player in the 2015 special
performance put up by the Jinqing Wind and
Percussion Ensemble at the Beijing Concert Hall. In
2013, Zhang Shuo received the Outstanding
Performance Award in the Professional Category in
the Chinese Instrumental Music Folk Music Central
Judging together with the other members of the
Jinging Wind and Percussion Ensemble. This is the
highest award given out by China’s Ministry of Culture.
In 2012, the group was awarded the Outstanding
Award in the 2012 CCTV Chinese Instrumental Music
TV Competition. Zhang Shuo joined the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra in 2019.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/35-guan/1483-zhang-shuo.html
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In Search of the Roots of the Ancient Pagoda Tree

The Water Margin is the first novel written about
the peasants’ revolution. Witnessing the corruption
within the central government and the inequalities
in the society, Shi Nai'an penned this novel as an
outlet for his frustrations. It was written at the end
of the Yuan dynasty. The theme of the plot circles
the idea of officials being the main cause of the
people’s revolution. At the end of the Northern
Song dynasty, Song Jiang led the 108 outlaws in
a revolution against corrupt tyrant officials. They
gathered at Mount Liang and formed a sizeable
army before they were eventually granted amnesty
by the government. Unfortunately, the band of
brothers was betrayed and the revolution eventually
failed. There were many prominent characters
with distinct personalities such as Song Jiang,
Chao Gai, Wu Yong, Lin Chong, Lu Zhisheng,
Wu Song and Li Kui. The chapters revolving them
were interconnected and captivating—Yang Zhi
peddling his sabre, the robbing of the imperial
convoy, Song Jiang killing Yan Poxi, the outlaws
being framed, and their exodus to Mount Liang.
All these stories celebrate heroism and at the same
time, uncover the factors that resulted in the failure
of the revolution. Most importantly, they expressed
their desires for an improved society.

In 1998, composer Zhao Jiping composed the
music for the television series Water Margin. The
rearrangement presented this evening is based
on that original composition, rearranged into six
movements. The music portrays the image of the
heroes atop Mount Liang, their loyalty and their
heroic acts, bringing back memories for those who
have seen the series.

There is a total of six movements, tonight we are
performing Prelude, Forced onto Mount Liang and
Song of Heroes.
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Symphonic Suite: Qiao’s Grand Courtyard

Extracted from the Chinese proverb, “Where are
my ancestors? Oh large Pagoda Tree of Shanxi
caverns...”, the introduction and coda of the piece
echoes each other like flowing thoughts, while the
sentimental and beautiful andante expresses one’s
true longing and love for one’s homeland. The fun-
filled adagio and the lively allegretto portray vividly
the happy scene of one’s return to the beloved
hometown.
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Orchestration by )ing Jianshu
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From the highlands of Shanbei, to the old
residence of Beijing, and to “Qiao’s Grand
Courtyard”, the piece describes the story of
an illustrious Shanxi family that brims with
unique Shaanxi local flavour. The television
drama series, “Qiao’s Grand Courtyard”, tells
of the trials and tribulations experienced by an
undaunted entrepreneur in the province. The
theme song, Remoteness, tells the frustrations of
“Our fate is bitter and brief, our days down the
path is still long, it cannot accommodate for me
to think in depth... ...” The chanting that follows
is like a concerted slogan that evokes people’s
yearning towards life and chasing of dreams.
The piece is a result of the composer’s personal
discovery into the depths of Shanxi Province.
The second, third and sixth movements will be
performed tonight.

The Silk Road Fantasia Suite, Fifth Movement: The Dance of Qiuci
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The Silk Road, meandering for more than two
thousand years, played its part as an important
channel for cultural exchange between the East
and the West, Asia and Europe. It was a road full
of mystery and legend.

The composer recalled that he derived impressions
of the ancient Silk Road from his father (famous
painter Zhao Wangyun) when the latter painted the
images through sketches of the actual landscape.
“I always felt that in the paintings there were plenty
of rooms for imagination which allowed music to
fill in,” Zhao reminisced. Engaging traditional
tunes, Zhao’s ideas were galvanised into a Fantasia
Suite. “Listening to the music, you can’t help but
think that you're traversing the ancient route - and
be touched by it.”

Impressions of Macau
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This work was composed for the Macau Chinese
Orchestra by commission of the Cultural Affairs
Bureauofthe Macao Special Administrative Region
Government. Written in the form of a rondo, the
work opens with a fast and melodious section led
by the strings. This is followed by a juxtaposition
of different themes, depicting Macau’s splendour
and its widespread rejuvenation and prosperity
since its return to Chinese sovereignty.
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Asia Industrial Development (Pte) Ltd/Mdm Margaret Wee

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation
Tote Board and Singapore Turf Club

Deutsche Bank AG, Singapore

Chan Kok Hua F¢ 35 -2 E #0

Hi-P International Ltd
Hong Leong Foundation
Stephen Riady Foundation

Acviron Acoustics Consultants Pte Ltd
Bank of China Limited
BinjaiTree

S$$50,000 and above

Mrs Goh-Tan Choo Leng

$$40,000 and above

Far East Organization

$$30,000 and above

Mr Ng Siew Quan

$$20,000 and above

Trailblazer-LHL Fund
Mrs Anastasia Liew
Dato Dr Low Tuck Kwong

S$10,000 and above

Pontiac Land Group
PSA International Pte Ltd
Scanteak

Cosco Shipping International (Singapore) Co. Ltd Singapore Press Holdings Limited

Hong Leong Holdings Ltd
Keppel Care Foundation
Meiban Group Pte Ltd

Oei Hong Leong Foundation

YTC Hotels Ltd

Yuantai Fuel Trading Pte Ltd
Mr Patrick Goh

Mr Patrick Lee Kwok Kie

PetroChina International (Singapore) Pte Ltd Adrian & Susan Peh

Poh Tiong Choon Logistics Ltd

S$7000 and above

Family of the Late Madam Khoo Lay Kee

DBS Bank Ltd
Novo Tellus Capital Partners

Robert Khan & Co Pte Ltd

Allen & Gledhill LLP

Eight Tones Music School

Fullerton Fund Management Company
Nikko Asset Management Asia Limited

Electro-Acoustics Systems Pte Ltd
Ms Chek Heng Bee

Ms Dawn Chia

Dr Maria Helena Dieleman

Lawson Investment Holding Pte Ltd
Mr Amit Ganju

Mr William Leong

Ms Charlene Tan Jieying

Mrs Ho Shyn Yee

Mdm Tan Tsuey Shya

Miss Koh Wei Ying Ann
Ms Ng Keck Sim

Mr Phay Tiat Guan
Mdm Quek Lee Huang

Mr Andre Bose Do Amaral
Ms Chae Jean

Mr Chia Teck Kern

Ms Joyce Ching Mei Lam
Mr Telagathoti Chi ranjeevi
Mr Chow Yeong Shenq

Mr Ono Hiroyuki

Ms Mihoko Hori

Mr Huang Youzhi

Ms Tina Khoo

Mr Jeremy Ko Sheng Wei
Mr Lau Poo Soon

Ms Nicole Lee Mei Ting
Ms Lee Sore Hoon

Ms Lim Huey Yuee

Miss Lim Ka Min

Mr Mah How Soon

BreadTalk Group Pte Ltd
Createurs Productions Pte Ltd

S$5000 and above

Ms Michelle Cheo
The late Mdm Khoo Lay Kee

S$4000 and above

S$2000 and above

Ms Florence Chek
Mr Robin Hu Yee Cheng
Ltd Dr Liu Thai Ker

S$1000 and above

Mr Tay Woon Teck
Mr Daniel Teo Tong How
Mr Wu Guowei

S$500 and above

Mr Joe Tang Wei Liang
Mr Teng Ngiek Lian
Mr Anthony Wong

S$400 and above

Mr Ng Bon Leong

S$300 and above

Mr Walter Edgar Theseira

S$200 and above

Mr Victor Soh Sze Fun

Ms Soo Fei Jien

Mr Matthew Teng Wen Lien
Ms Annie Yeo

S$100 and above

Ms Mun Yoke Lan

Neo CB

Mr Desmond Neo Ye Siang
Mr Ng Keok Boon

Ms Lorena P D Nitullano
Mr Dennys Ow Song Sim
Ms Dawn Soh

Ms Sze Jia Yin

Ms Tan Bee Yong

Mr Tan Cheng Kee

Ms Rosemary Tan

Ms Janice Tay

Mr Toh Hong Yang

Ms Jane Wang Wan

Ms Yong Sing Yuan

Miss Yuen Chenyue

Sponsorships-in-kind 2020

Crystal Wines Pte Ltd
EERERSE—T
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Management and Administration Team

BEHEE

Management

TR Y Executive Director
{AlfZ Ll Ho Wee San, Terence

&8 EE (T98) Director (Programmes)
FRSEE Chin Woon Ying

S£HBIFE (DIEH) Director (Corporate Services
\ P
k3= = Teo Bee Lan

E & (M335%FE) Director (Development & Partnership)
PREIY Tan Bee Leng, Rosemary

FE (M55%11) Deputy Director (Finance & Accounts Management)
1#12 )L Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn

FE (ZARTTE) Deputy Director (Artistic Administration)
£ 7= Loh Mee Joon

FE (S1HEI) Deputy Director (Facilities)
BRE#¥ Tan Kok Siang, Collin

E&E (fTHE1B) Assistant Director (Marketing Communications)
5K ;20 Teo Nien Tuan, June

SARIT

Artistic Administration

BhIRLZIE (ZARTTER) Assistant Manager (Artistic Administration)
PREY Lum Mun Ee

=TT (EAR1TE) Senior Executive (Artistic Administration)
Jiaf&HE Shi Beixi
7535 Orchestra Librarian
ZEJHI Lee Yun Hong

=R EIEE (EARTTE) Senior Assistant (Artistic Administration)
EIEIE Ng Wei Ting

SARRY

Artistic Planning

BhIBLZIR (ZARZKR) Assistant Manager (Artistic Planning)
PRBEL Lim Simin, Joanna
FiR{fZ Tan Pei Hoon, Rachel
5KINE Teo Shu Rong

L34 (F98) Intern (Programmes)
JiFEREN Yeow Jing Yi, Eunice

HRSHIE

Concert Production

B I5E Stage Manager
Z{2BX Lee Chun Seng

=R MITE Senior Executive
Z=JE7N Lee Kwang Kiat

=Z8$%M Senior Technician
2215 Neo Nam Woon, Paul

F2 Technician
Xl= L Lau Hui San, Vincent
B&5AE Tan Hong You, Benson

=2 EE & BhIE Senior Production Crew
Z 1% Lee Leng Hwee
B E & Ng Teng Huat, Anthony

£ & B8 Production Crew
AIFX Joo Siang Heng

L34 (BIWS5XTHE) Intern (Sound & Lighting)
FARLE Ong Li Ting

Al S5k

Development & Partnership

BhIELEIR (Ml S53E) Assistant Manager (Development & Partnership)
MZFYE Lim Fen Ni

ME5 it EE
Finance & Accounts Management

BhIELEI8 (15555 11) Assistant Manager (Finance & Accounts Management)
BB Wong Siew Ling

=HMITE (MB5511) Senior Executive (Finance & Accounts Management)
X7 Liew Wei Lee

=SB (M355%11) Senior Assistant (Finance & Accounts Management)
BR35E2 Tan Siew Har

=R BhIE (3RM) Senior Assistant (Procurement)
B2 7% Ng Kee Yan, Keleen
HZe Peck Yin Ni, Jessica

ANFRSTT

Human Resource & Administration

BhIB LR (A HFFIR) Assistant Manager (Human Resource)
52 EhkE Pang Qin Wei

BhIBLZIE ({TEL) Assistant Manager (Administration)
BRIFIEL Tan Li Min, Michelle

BHRMITE (ARESE53) Senior Executive (Orchestra Affairs)
MZEFN Lim Wan Ying

175 (A HFFIE) Executive (Human Resource)
MEZLE Lim Chui Hua, Julie

TR
Marketing Communications

=RMITE ((THERE) Senior Executive (Marketing Communications)
{AI#J75 Ho Yun Fang, Shannen
Z=4H Leong Ying Xuan
FES Lim Ka Min
HAEE Oh Hui Yin

=R BNIE (THEHB) Senior Assistant (Marketing Communications)
A% Chow Koon Thai

L34 (THHIEHB) Intern (Marketing Communications)
E¥FZ Toh Xuan Rou, Crystal

IR EIR B EERE

Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra

BhIRL2IE (FriMRERE FEKE]) ) Assistant Manager (SNYCO)
JL1E37 Sim Kai Yang

SEHNITE (FIBEEXREFL45RHE) Senior Executive (SNYCO)
Z{RHE Lee Poh Hui, Clement

el EE

Venue Management

=SBIEFL(ER Senior Building Specialist
X538 Yeo Han Kiang

RIP1TH

Venue Marketing

BRMITE (&1%1TH#H) Senior Executive (Venue Marketing)
Muhammad Bazli Bin Amir Hamzah

MiTE (£1%174) Executive (Venue Marketing)
BF53E Deng Xiuwei
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed
to the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in one way or another.

mcC

Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth

11O

Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL

SINGAPORE Giving Hope

Improving Lives

Official Radio Station:

@)

CAPITAL

958

W S &

Be our FAN on:

Available on the iPhone

D App Store

Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited
7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810

email: sco@sco.com.sg
WWW.SC0.COM.Sg
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Singapore
Prestige
Brand Award 14

Winner, SPBA - Special Merit



